After a bye in Round 1, the 2009-2010 tennis season opened for Donald players with Donald teams Richardson and Avon at home to Nullawill and Wycheproof respectively. No doubt Donald players would have been pleased with the relatively cool conditions in this first week of serious competition. 

Donald Tennis Club extends a special welcome to newcomers in the two senior teams, including Toby Chapman , Caitlyn Wood and Andrew Falla who all played for Richardson, while  Stephen Harmer, Alex Bourchier and Allison Belleville made their debuts for Avon. It was also great to see some other younger players, such as Megan Berry, Tamika Russell, Tom Gillahan and Alex Downes, who played the odd match last year also return. 

Avon had a comfortable twenty-two game win (137 – 115 games), The men’s section started the day well for Avon by scoring a 17 game win. The formidable combination of Derek Hollis and Gary Young set the tone early with a dominating performance winning 8-0 over Ken Alexander and Gary Pollard. Derek Hollis and Tim Gillahan who was playing as part of a four man upper men’s section for the first time also had a solid 8-5 win over Ken Alexander and Allan Fawcett. In the lower men’s section Stephen Harmer won both his sets, including a convincing 8-2 win.

The women’s section was a far closer tussle with Avon winning by the narrowest possible margin 46-45. The upper women’s section was dominated by Wycheproof with only Kerry Boorman and Alison Belleville managing to win their set (and that in a tie-breaker. 

It was another tight contest in the mixed section with Avon taking out four of the seven sets played to give Avon a narrow four game win.  Derek Hollis and Jodie Westerland combined well to win 8-2 giving Derek a three set win for the day. Stephen Harmer also won his third set to cap off a good day, while Jeremy Goode and Alexander Bourchier dominated their set to win 8-0. It caped off a good day for Alexander as he won all this three sets.

It was a different story for the other Donald team against perennially strong team Nullawil. They were given a tennis lesson winning only two sets out of the twenty one played for the day and losing the overall day by a massive 109 games (162-54). The men’s section didn’t win a single set with Brad Bath and Richard Reilly coming closest with a 5-8 loss, losing 18-56. It  became worse for Richardson with the women losing all their sets as well. This tally included three 0-8 scores. Carmen Bath and Cherie Reilly managed to put up a fight taking 4 games from their opponents.

By the time of the mixed section late in the day the Richardson team was still looking for their first set win. Finally there was a breakthrough when Carmen Bath and Stuart Potter won their mixed clash against Daniel Watts and Di Sheahan 8-5. Tobie Chapman and Caitlyn Wood also managed to win their set 8-6, giving Richardson two sets for the day.

This week both Donald teams travel to Birchip. Richardson will welcome back Adam Flood in the top men’s section and will no doubt be looking for an improved performance, while Avon will be looking to build on their good win in Round 2 and maintain their position in the top half of the ladder.

The Richardson team for Round 3 to play in Birchip is:

Brad Bath, Adam Flood, Richard Reilly, Stuart Potter, Luke Clark, Andrew Falla, Tony Goode, Tobie Chapman, Rae Ackland, Marney Rollinson, Carmen Bath, Cherie Reilly, Carmel Lowry, Megan Berry, Caitlyn Wood, Tamika Russell.

